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About Advent

Every year at Christmas we prepare our schedules, our homes, and our finances for the holiday season. We buy gifts, 

attend parties, bake cookies, and make family plans. Celebrating Advent is our opportunity to prepare our hearts, 

minds, and spirits for the coming of the newborn King. The Advent season gives us space to pause and remember the 

promises God made through the prophets and the fulfillment of His promise found in the manger.

“The season of Advent gives us the opportunity to practice waiting for the light of Christ’s coming into the 

dark places of our world and our lives … Advent ushers us into a special kind of active waiting that is alert and 

watchful, patient and yet full of anticipation.” - Ruth Haley Barton

Scripture is full of verses which urge us to remember what God has done by pausing our full and ever-busy lives to sit 

before Him with grateful hearts. This devotional is a simple tool to help you pause and create space in your routine to 

remember Jesus’ coming.

How to use this Advent Book

This Advent book begins on December 1, and is yours to use in whatever way you find most meaningful. Each day 

includes questions to consider, or a rhythm of your faith to put into practice. There is space provided to write out 

prayers, journal, or record your response to what you read. There are 6 days of devotionals for each of the four Advent 

themes - Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. The 6th devotional for each theme is a family devotional which includes 

elements to help you focus on the Advent themes with your kids.  

Here are the family devotional dates:

 Hope - December 6
 Peace - December 12
 Joy - December 18
 Love - December 24

We suggest you read the family devotional and then do your family activity(s) together. We encourage you to read 

through the family activities ideas sections of the family devotionals ahead of time and choose your activity(s) so you 

can gather any supplies you’ll need. Our goal in creating this resource is that it will require little prep time, but a craft 

option is included each week if you’d like to do one. The activities are geared toward preschool and elementary kids, 

but are not limited to that age group.

 

May the hope, peace, joy, and love of Jesus Christ be with you this December and in the year ahead.



Hope



Hope: December 1

The gospel of Matthew begins with these words, “This is the genealogy 

of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham…” Next 

comes a long list of names. Fifteen verses worth of names, to be exact. 

Names we tend to skim through quickly, at best. 

Matthew’s first audience however was nothing like us — living in the 

twenty-first century, many of us non-Jews. Matthew knew those names 

would be profoundly meaningful to the first-century Jewish people, his 

peers. We will never fully understand what the waiting and anticipation 

of the promised Messiah was like for Matthew and his community. 

Matthew 1:17 gives us a glimpse: “Thus there were fourteen generations 

in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to 

Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.”

Fourteen generations. Fourteen generations multiplied by three. Forty-

two generations filled with wandering, war, exile, oppression, yet also 

the hope of a promise.

The prophet Isaiah recorded a piece of that promise. We read it in Isaiah 

9:6-7 (NIV):

For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the greatness of his government and peace

there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne

and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it

with justice and righteousness

from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord Almighty

will accomplish this.
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What do you imagine God’s people were thinking and feeling as they waited and anticipated the fulfillment of God’s 

promised Messiah throughout so many generations?

Is there something you have been waiting for? What is it? How’s your level of hope toward that circumstance? Spend 

some time writing or expressing an honest prayer to God about where your hope stands today.  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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W O N D E R F U L  C O U N S E L O R

M I G H T Y  G O D

E V E R L A S T I N G  F A T H E R

P R I N C E  O F  P E A C E

I S A I A H  9 : 6
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Hope: December 2

When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were 

listening, he entered Capernaum. There a centurion’s servant, whom 

his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. The centurion 

heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking 

him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they 

pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 

because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” So Jesus 

went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion 

sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not 

deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even 

consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my 

servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with 

soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 

‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the 

crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great 

faith even in Israel.” Then the men who had been sent returned to the 

house and found the servant well.

Luke 7:1-10 (NIV)

Hope is faith in the future tense. To have true hope in something is to 

anticipate and prepare for its arrival before it’s here. When we think 

about hope, it usually includes a degree of uncertainty, like wishful 

thinking or crossing your fingers, hoping for a desired outcome.

The hope we see in this passage, the kind that comes from trusting 

in a faithful God, isn’t just positive or wishful thinking. This is hope 

rooted in faith in what God will do because of confidence in who He 

is. As a commander in the Roman army, this centurion had a firm 

understanding of authority. By recognizing Jesus’ sovereignty, the 

centurion’s heart was prepared for Jesus to speak hope and healing 

into his circumstance. He didn’t merely want Jesus to heal his servant, 

he expected the healing because he knew who Jesus was.

In fact, this Roman centurion had such confident faith in Jesus, such 

assurance of what he hoped for, Jesus himself was amazed.
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Who do you know who demonstrates the kind of hope in God you read about today? What is different 

about that individual? What might be keeping you from experiencing that same kind of hope?  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Hope: December 3

Prayer plays an important role in helping us take a posture of hope. 

Today, use the Scripture below as a prayer. Start by reading it aloud 

several times. Then use the space provided on the next page to rewrite 

it in your own words, expanding it into a personal prayer. Ask God to 

open the eyes of your heart to see, understand, and experience the 

hope he offers. 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 

Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that 

you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 

called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 

and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 

the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ 

from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 

every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in 

the one to come. 

Ephesians 1:17-21 (NIV)
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R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E

10



I  P R A Y  T H A T  T H E  E Y E S  
O F  Y O U R  H E A R T  M A Y  B E  
E N L I G H T E N E D  I N  O R D E R  

T H A T  Y O U  M A Y  K N O W  
T H E  H O P E  T O  W H I C H  H E  

H A S  C A L L E D  Y O U
E P H E S I A N S  1 : 1 8



Hope: December 4

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 

and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the 

Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 

child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you 

have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my 

eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight 

of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of 

your people Israel.”The child’s father and mother marveled at what 

was said about him. … There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter 

of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with 

her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow 

until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped 

night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very 

moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who 

were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

Luke 2:25-33, 36-38 (NIV)

Oh to be like Simeon and Anna, to live our days filled with active 

anticipation. Spending days waiting, serving, praying, day after day, 

expectantly looking for the Messiah. What would it look like to have lives 

consistently centered on the promise of a Savior? 

Simeon and Anna’s hearts were so attuned to the Holy Spirit that the 

moment Jesus’ family entered the temple, they knew God’s promise 

had arrived. They had expectantly prepared for God to answer their 

prayers.

What areas of your life are you entrusting to the God of Hope? Like 

Anna and Simeon, how does God want you to actively anticipate 

his promises? How are you preparing for hope fulfilled?  When both 

Anna and Simeon saw Jesus, they worshipped and proclaimed that 

redemption had come to everyone around them. Who in your life do 

you want to share this thrill of hope with?

Spend some time asking the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to the hope 

we have in him. 
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R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Hope: December 5

The story of Christmas starts in the very beginning... 

In the beginning the Word already existed. 

The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He existed in the beginning with God. 

God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through him.

The Word gave life to everything that was created,

and his life brought light to everyone.

The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.

John 1:1-5 (NLT)

The story of Christmas is the story of hope, of 

expectancy. It’s the assurance that what I see now is not 

all there is, or all that will be. The story of Christmas is 

the story of a God who sees, a God who remembers, a 

God who enters in, a God who will not leave me alone 

wandering in dark places.

The people who walk in darkness

will see a great light.

For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light 

will shine.

Isaiah 9:2 (NLT)

The story of Christmas is the story of promise fulfilled. 

The hope of life and light. Jesus, from the very 

beginning.

14



R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E

 

Which area of your life do you need to ask the Lord to infuse with new life and light? 

  

How will you help offer the hope you have in Jesus to those around you in tangible ways in the coming weeks?

15



Hope: December 6 
Family Devotional 

Have one person read the following Bible passages aloud: 

Jesus Storybook Bible – “God to the Rescue!” 

“God’s people cried out to God to rescue them. And God heard them. He remembered his promise to Abraham. He 

would look after his people. He would find a way to set them free.... God’s people would always remember this great 

rescue and call it “Passover.” But an even Greater Rescue was coming. Many years later, God was going to do it again. 

He was going to come down once more to rescue his people.” 

Scripture – Galatians 1:4

Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to rescue us from this evil world in which we 

live. (NIV)
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Reflect

When the Israelites (God’s people) were in Egypt they were slaves to the Egyptians. They were stuck and needed hope 

that God would rescue them. God cared about their pain and struggles and used Moses to set them free from slavery and 

to bring them out of Egypt.

    

At Christmas, we get to celebrate that Jesus came to earth to be with us. But we also get to celebrate that Jesus came to 

earth so He could rescue us from being stuck in our sin. Even though we make bad choices sometimes, God doesn’t hold 

it against us because Jesus died on the cross to save us from being stuck with the cost of our sin. God forgives us and 

loves us just as we are. He doesn’t love us more when we are “being good” or “doing the right thing” and He doesn’t love 

us less when make mistakes.

We can have hope knowing that God cares about our problems, too. Maybe you get angry and lose your temper 

sometimes, maybe you have said something you wish you hadn’t, or maybe you got in trouble at school or home for 

making poor choices. Ask God to help you not get stuck in your struggles. Ask God to show you how you can depend on 

Him to help you live more like Jesus with His help.  

Conversation Starters

What are some things you get stuck in that you need Jesus to free you from? 

  

How could Jesus help you get “unstuck”’?

Family Activity Ideas

• Play hide and seek or have a candy cane hunt by hiding candy canes around the house (similar to an Easter egg hunt).   

  Afterwards talk about how Jesus came seeking to save sinners.

• Take a meal to someone who is lonely or in need to bring them hope this week.

• Share hope with others by going caroling at a retirement home with friends or people from your Home Community. 
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Peace: December 7

Hear my voice when I call, Lord;

be merciful to me and answer me.

My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”

Your face, Lord, I will seek.

Do not hide your face from me,

do not turn your servant away in anger;

you have been my helper.

Do not reject me or forsake me,

God my Savior.

Though my father and mother forsake me,

the Lord will receive me.

Teach me your way, Lord;

lead me in a straight path

because of my oppressors.

Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,

for false witnesses rise up against me,

spouting malicious accusations.

I remain confident of this:

I will see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord;

be strong and take heart

and wait for the Lord.

Psalm 27:7-14 (NIV)

What comes to mind as you consider the word “peace”? Maybe it’s an 

overall feeling of calm or serenity. Or maybe when you think of “peace,” 

you tend to think of harmonious relationships or a desire for life’s 

circumstances to be safe, uncomplicated, under control, relieved of 

stress. 

You’ve probably had words similar to Psalm 27 in your own heart, 

“Come into my messiness God, and fix it. Make it right. I’m waiting 

for you to show up. Where are you? Have mercy. Mold this mess into 

something good, something free from pain and pressure, something 

peaceful.”

20



The Hebrew word for peace is shalom. Although shalom does include a sense of security and well being, it also speaks 

of a kind of peace reflected in completion, restoration, and wholeness. As God’s people waited for their Messiah, their 

Prince of Peace, their idea of peace may have been limited.

Were they longing for peaceful external circumstances, like political and religious freedom? Or were they longing for 

the kind of supernatural, internal peace that actually changes everything — shalom, completeness in God, through the 

Prince of Peace?

How about you? In what area of your life are you lacking peace today? What kind of peace do you find yourself longing 

for — internal or external?

How might an internal, shalom kind of peace change your experience or perspective of your current external 

circumstances?  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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W A I T  F O R  T H E  L O R D ;

B E  S T R O N G  A N D  T A K E  H E A R T

A N D  W A I T  F O R  T H E  L O R D .

P S A L M  2 7 : 1 4
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Peace: December 8

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over 

to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, 

just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A 

furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it 

was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. 

The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we 

drown?” He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! 

Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. He said 

to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind 

and the waves obey him!”

Mark 4:35-41 (NIV)

Peace does not diminish and suppress things into silence; it brings all 

variables into harmony and tranquility. Jesus imposed peace into a 

terrifying situation. He entered into a setting with many moving parts 

and brought with him the peace of God. 

In addition to the wholeness and completeness, only he can only bring 

peace and harmony. This harmony happens when we are close to God 

and he influences our situations — starting with us. God’s peace doesn’t 

make things right for us, it makes things right in us. The disciples let 

their peace, or lack thereof, be fully controlled by the environment they 

were in; they thought peace was something that happens to people, not 

something that happens in people.

 

Because Jesus had wholeness in his inner life, he brought it into his 

turbulent surroundings. He was filled with the constant, continual 

peace that comes from God, and he created harmony where none 

existed before. True peace happens when people bring the presence 

and fullness of the glory of God into their situations. God sent Jesus to 

Earth so his people (that’s us) could experience the peace that comes 

from being united in a deep relationship with him. God wants to give us 

internal peace so that it would ripple out into our external circumstances 

and to those around us. 

Instead of having to work tirelessly to remove situations of conflict in 

order to keep a false tranquility, you can rest in God’s peace and infuse 

it into everyday life, regardless of any storm that might come.
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Have you experienced God’s wholeness and harmony before? How? When? Describe it. 

Think about the people you interact with every week. Who is in the midst of a storm? How might the peace of God you 

experience bring comfort? How might you extend God’s peace to them today?  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E

Peace: December 9

Take some time to reflect on the true meaning of the peace Jesus carries. 

Examine your personal timeline. Use the space provided to draw it out. 

Look at the moments that felt turbulent, uncertain, or unjust. The practice of 

remembering can often reveal a fuller picture of God’s hand at work. Did you 

experience Christ’s peace enter into those moments? How so? How did he use 

those pieces of your story to bring about wholeness or confidence in him?

Record some of the details and plan a moment this week to share this story 

with your family or a friend.  
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Peace: December 10

Let’s look at Isaiah 9:6-7 again today:

For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Can you think of a time of year that the weight upon our shoulders 

feels heavier than during the holidays? The endless lists of tasks, family 

expectations, year-end deadlines, budgeting, and calendar constraints 

all add to the weight of our already consumed lives. It’s not unusual to 

catch ourselves bracing under the load, doing our best to control and 

contain the whirlwind of our own hearts. In the midst of the demands 

the peace of Jesus can seem an elusive idea rather than a bedrock truth. 

Yet, here in the ancient prophecy we are reminded whose shoulders are 

meant to carry the control. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, does not simply 

bring calm to a single flurried season. Jesus is the ruler of shalom, of 

whole complete justice and righteousness, and he was born into this 

incomplete, broken world for us. In him all can be made new. In him we 

can put down the burden of control and marvel at his limitless ability to 

set things right.

On the next page, write out a list of the things you have been 

shouldering lately, including the areas in your life that seem broken, 

incomplete, or unjust. 
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Place your hand over the list and pray the words below.

Jesus, thank you for being born on this earth for me. In you, anything can truly be made whole, just, and complete. 

Today I take each of these items off of my shoulders and give them to you. I ask you to come in your powerful 

peace and speak stillness into my heart and mind. I trust that you are at work, making all things whole, complete, 

and right. Equip me to follow your lead in each circumstance. When I feel overwhelmed or tempted to take back 

control, remind me to rest all trust and authority in your hands. You are my Prince of Peace, and all rest is found in 

You. In your name, amen.  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Peace: December 11 

The pace of Christmas can be fast. The holiday season feels like a frenzy of to-do lists: wrap this, bake that, plan this, put 

lights on that. If we are not careful we can buy into the belief that Christmas is about creating a Norman Rockwellesque 

environment for the ones we love. All this striving will leave us feeling tired, overwhelmed and disillusioned.

  

Advent reminds us that Christmas offers so much more. Isaiah prophesied of the coming of Jesus claiming, “For us a 

child is born, to us a son is given...He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Jesus’ birth gives us access to God the Father and offers us perfect peace.

Through the Prince of Peace we find wholeness and a right relationship with God. This is the peace that surpasses 

understanding, that allows us to live in the world and not be troubled or afraid. We are free from to-do lists and striving 

for perfection. This Christmas, let us celebrate the gift of peace that Jesus offers us.  

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether 

in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3:12-17
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Where in your life are you looking for peace? 

  

How can you extend Jesus’ peace to another person this Christmas?

Who in your life can you share with about the good news of Jesus? 

  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Peace: December 12
Family Devotional

Have one person read the following Bible passages aloud: 

Jesus Storybook Bible – “No More Tears” 

“You’ve been stumbling around, like people in a dark room. 

But into the darkness, a bright Light will shine! It will chase 

away all the shadows, like sunshine. A little baby will be born. 

A Royal Son. His mommy will be a young girl who doesn’t have 

a husband. His name will be Emmanuel, which means ‘God 

has come to live with us.’ He is one of King David’s children’s 

children’s children. The Prince of Peace.”  

Scripture – John 14:27

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 

do not be afraid.” 

Reflect

A long time before Jesus was born there was a man named 

Isaiah. He would tell the people what God wanted them to 

know. He spoke of the coming of Jesus long before Jesus was 

even born. This week we celebrate that what Isaiah said really 

happened! Isaiah called Jesus the Prince of Peace. As we get 

closer to Christmas, let’s pause and remember those in our 

family, city, or world that need to know or be reminded of the 

peace Jesus offers us.

    

Isn’t it inspiring when we hear stories about people who bring 

peace? People who give up money to sponsor a child, who donate 

their birthday gifts to children in the hospital, or groups of people 

who build houses and clean schools. These people bring light into 

a dark world.

    

We can be peacemakers every day through the choices we make. 

Maybe it’s how you treat a friend at school, share with your 

brothers or sisters, or say hello to the person bagging your food 

at the grocery store. God’s light will shine through you when you 

bring peace in what you say and do.   
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Conversation Starters

Share about someone who has inspired you by the ways they brought peace to others. 

  

Read Matthew 6:3-4 as a family and brainstorm answers to this question, “How can we be peacemakers and offer God’s 

peace to those in need?”

Family Activity Ideas

• Do Acts of Kindness – pay for someone else’s coffee, go to the store and put shopping carts away, do yardwork for a 

  neighbor, donate new or gently-used toys or clothes, take treats to the police station/fire station/ hospital, etc.

• White crayon activity – give your kids a piece of white paper and a white crayon. Explain that they can create a secret 

  message, special drawing, or anything they’d like! After they are finished, give them watercolor paints to paint over their

  white paper. The white crayon will come through the paint. Remind your kids that just like the crayon can be seen 

  through the paint, God’s light shines through them when they are peacemakers.

• Have your kids write thank you cards to people you know who are peacemakers. If they are too young to write, you can 

  write the message and have them draw pictures or add stickers to the cards.  
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Joy: December 13

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This 

man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Then Jesus told them 

this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one 

of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go 

after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully 

puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 

neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 

sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to repent.

Luke 15:1-7 (NIV)

God loves you and he finds joy in you. That’s why he created you! God 

is delighted by you and made you to be delighted in him. In fact, we 

were designed to be near to God, and to abide with him. True unity with 

God brings a satisfaction that flows into every other part of life. When 

this happens, people see themselves, others, and the events in their 

lives through the lens of our joyful God. The joy he offers is not a thin or 

frivolous feeling. It’s thick and substantive and rich. It isn’t based on the 

external, it’s internal and lasting. 

Almost everything we do comes from our innate desire to feel 

joy, because joy makes us feel complete. We long for satisfaction, 

acceptance, and belonging, and God wants to be the supplier of all 

those things for us. When we seek lasting joy through things in our 

world that don’t last, we’re eventually disappointed, aren’t we? Those 

temporary pleasures only last as long as they keep us stimulated. Even 

the best taste of joy this world has to offer is limited and fleeting. God’s 

joy requires no stimulation, only a connection to him.

Intimacy with God creates a satisfaction and a depth of joy that 

prevails over everything else. It doesn’t necessarily change our external 

circumstances, but it does change our ability to bring joy with us into 

those circumstances.
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Have you ever experienced the satisfaction that comes from God? How would you describe it to a friend?

Have you ever seen God’s joy in other people? What did you notice about them?

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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G L O R Y  T O  G O D  

I N  T H E  

H I G H E S T  H E A V E N

L U K E  2 : 1 4
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Joy: December 14

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 

the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 

in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 

about.” Luke 2:8-15 (NIV)

Can you imagine? In the stillness and darkness of an ordinary night, 

in the middle of nothing special, the shepherds experienced a divine 

interruption. Light in the darkness. Heaven come down to Earth. A 

chorus of praise invading the silence. From completely mundane to 

absolutely extraordinary.

It’s as if the angels watching these holy moments unfold simply 

couldn’t keep it to themselves any longer. “Look! Look up! Don’t 

miss this! Lift up your eyes! Can’t you see? The waiting is over … it’s 

happening right now!”

Seriously. Can you even imagine?

We may often be like those shepherds. We’re content in the ordinary 

of our days, caught up in the very average moments of life, and just 

completely missing the extraordinary things around us. Sometimes 

we need someone to lift up our head, shine a bright light in our eyes 

and say, “Look, friend! Can’t you see what God is doing? Can’t you 

recognize his presence and his provision? You have good news and 

reason for great joy! Don’t miss the moment!”

What are your eyes focused on today? Do you find yourself low on joy? 

Might you benefit from adjusting your gaze? Think back on the past 

week or month. Where do you see your God entering in to meet you? 
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Ask him to shine some light on the moments you might have missed.

We have really, really good news and reason for great joy. Think about the week or month ahead in light of that reality. 

How does that change your view of what’s ahead? Let’s not miss a single moment of joy available to us!    

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Joy: December 15

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 

of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to 

worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 

and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 

was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is 

written by the prophet:

‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will govern my people Israel.’”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 

from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 

when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come 

and worship him.” When they had heard the king they went their 

way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before 

them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and 

going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 

they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

Matthew 2:1-11 (NIV)

We all love the sweetness of the nativity scene. We put Mary, 

Joseph, and baby Jesus on our mantles with a few humble 

shepherds, livestock, and three wisemen reverently offering gifts to 

the freshly born Savior. We imagine an evening of serenity and the 

sweet smell of hay.

This world-changing night, however, was dusty and disruptive. 

The stable was crowded and the skies filled. In a far off land, the 

Magi too noted a change in the skies. A new star marked its place 

in history and cued the seeking rulers that the Jewish King had 

indeed arrived — they just needed to find him.
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Some scholars believe the wise men searched not just for days, but for as long as two years. Imagine their relief as 

they realized their long travels were finally over. Imagine their celebration! The Bible says they didn’t simply bow and 

offer expensive gifts. No, these men could not contain their excitement and joy! Imagine the shouts, the dancing, the 

celebration! They were overwhelmed. They had found the One the ancient prophets had spoken of, the true Messiah! 

As you reflect today, let the truth sink in. The Messiah, the promised one, has come for us all and he is coming again 

someday! We have a King that has made it possible for us to be in right standing with God. We have a Savior that 

knows us by name. Let us rejoice exceedingly with great joy! 

Spend a few moments reflecting on the miracle of Jesus coming to earth for you. Write out a prayer of worship for the 

Savior of the world.  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Joy: December 16

Most everyone in the world loves Christmas time. What’s not to love? 

Decorating your house inside and out, spending extra time with friends 

and family, eating amazing food and desserts, and getting presents! 

Christmas time is the best!

In Matthew 2:9-11 we read about the wise men who went on an incredible, 

long journey to discover another reason that makes Christmas so great.

“They went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when 

it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the 

child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 

joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, 

and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”

As we read the story of the wise men, we see their journey led them to 

an amazing time and place in world history. What they discovered has 

impacted the lives of millions. What they found was, and still is, the best 

gift ever given. This great gift was Jesus, God’s Son, given to all of us. 

Jesus is a different kind of present, one that will never get old, and will 

never be out of season or disappoint us. As we discover Him and keep 

Him at the center of our lives we, too, will rejoice.

Christmas time is great for many reasons, but the main reason that makes 

this time of year so great is we are reminded that God loves us. Like the 

wise men of old we get to worship Jesus, God’s perfect gift to us.   
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What tradition or memory brings you joy at Christmas time?

  

Who are you thankful for this season and how can you show them love 

and joy?   

    

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E

Joy: December 17

What about Jesus and his coming fills you with joy? In the midst of holiday tradition, what 

can you do to truly celebrate with joy and fun? Who do you want to celebrate with? Use 

this space to plan one or two special ways you will celebrate the Savior this week.   

43



Joy: December 18
Family Devotional

Have one person read the following Bible passages 

aloud: 

Jesus Storybook Bible – “The Light of the Whole 

World” 

“They (the shepherds) knelt on the dirt floor. They 

had heard about this Promised Child and now he 

was here. Heaven’s Son. The Maker of the Stars. A 

baby sleeping in his mother’s arms. This baby would 

be like that bright star shining in the sky that night. 

A Light to light up the whole world. Chasing away 

darkness. Helping people to see.”

 

Scripture – Luke 2:8-13

And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 

a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 

and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of 

the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God. 

44



Reflect

God did something amazing when Jesus was born, and He was ready for the world to know. Instead of going to someone 

powerful or famous like a king or religious leader, He sent an angel to tell the shepherds. In this time shepherds were seen 

as people having little importance, respect or power.

Not only did God send one angel to the shepherds, He sent what the Bible calls a “multitude” of angels, which means a 

large crowd, a swarm, or masses. The angels shone around them and were singing praises. God pulled out all the stops to 

share His excitement with a group of average men. Why do you think He did that? 

Maybe He wanted us not to forget that when the angel said, “I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people” that God really wanted His good news to be for ALL people. The baby the shepherds found in the stable would 

change the whole world, and Jesus can still change each of our own lives now. Think of the people who influence you in 

your everyday life - your friends, parents, teachers, or family members. These are all people you know, that know you, 

and that you spend time with. Just like how we want to get to know and talk to our friends, Jesus wants us to get to know 

Him and talk with Him everyday.   

  

    

Conversation Starters

Imagine what it would have been like for the shepherds when they saw the multitude of angels shining and singing praises 

to God. Have each person describe what they think it would have looked like.

What is one way you can get to know Jesus or spend time with Him?

Family Activity Ideas

• Make a Christmas card for someone you know who doesn’t know Jesus to share about the joy Jesus brings.

• Plan a night to make hot chocolate and drive around looking at Christmas lights as a family. Talk about which lights and 

  houses are your favorite and why. Talk about what it must have been like for the shepherds to see the angels and “the 

  glory of the Lord”. Bonus idea – make ribbons or awards ahead of time and let each family member leave their award on 

  the doorstep of their favorite house. You could even include a little gift, like a Starbucks giftcard.

• Make a joy jar, or box, or tree (whatever you’d like). Have everyone in the family add to the joy jar all week by writing 

  down the things that bring them joy. At the end of the week read through them as a family, thanking God for the things 

  He has given your family which bring you joy.
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Love: December 19

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him. John 3:16-17 (NIV)

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, subject to the law. God sent him to buy freedom 

for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt 

us as his very own children. And because we are his 

children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now you are no 

longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his 

child, God has made you his heir. Galatians 4:4-7 (NLT)

“God loves you and he finds joy in you.” Do you remember 

reading those words a few days ago? They are worth 

repeating. God loves you and he finds joy in you. He 

delights in you. Friend, he even likes you. So much so that 

he made a way to be with you, to adopt you as his very 

own.

Let that sink in.

The God of the universe chooses you. He wants you. He 

welcomes you as his dearly loved child and offers you his 

divine love.

Make no mistake — this divine love God has for you is 

nothing like the kind of transactional and messy love 

people typically offer one another. It’s the kind of love that 

moves heaven and earth to accomplish its purposes. His 

love forgives, heals, transforms, renews, and protects. It is 

faithful, steadfast, never-ending love. You cannot exhaust 

it. You cannot chase it away with your neediness. And you 

cannot earn it. God’s love for you is his gift, freely offered 

to one he adores: you.
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So it’s worth repeating that God loves you and he finds joy in you. Do you believe that today? The question isn’t if you 

know God loves you. The question is do you believe it, deep in the core of your being? 

If you are resting in God’s love for you today, spend some time offering a prayer of gratitude and tell him what his love 

means to you and how it’s changed you.

If you find you are struggling to accept this truth, spend some time getting really honest with God. Tell him what’s 

keeping you from trusting in or receiving his love for you. Ask him to help you see and experience his love for you this 

week. It’s your gift. He wants you to have it. He will help you open it.  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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G O D  L O V E S  Y O U  A N D  

H E  F I N D S  J O Y  I N  Y O U
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Love: December 20

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 

does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how 

God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into 

the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love 

one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

1 John 4:7-12 (NIV)

God is love. 

This isn’t a play on words; this is an identity claim. Because love is 

at his core, everything he does is out of love for us. Everything God 

does hinges on this identity claim, and his actions toward us are no 

exception. Because love is at the core of who God is, everything he 

does is out of love for us. God’s love is based in action and he shows 

us this love even when we don’t love him back. 

Our culture uses the word “love” in so many so many ways that 

it can be hard to really understand what this passage is trying to 

communicate. To try to understand God’s love, think about it in the 

context of faithfulness. God’s love is demonstrated in his faithfulness, 

and God’s faithfulness is a reflection of his love. When it comes to 

God’s love for us, these two words each help us understand the other. 

God’s love is evident to us as he continues to be faithful to us. God’s 

faithfulness isn’t a feeling, it’s a continued action, but it is a reflection 

of his genuine feelings of love for us. Because God is constant, his 

love and faithfulness are constant as well. We can depend on them no 

matter how the world changes around us.

How have you seen God’s love and faithfulness in your own life?

When have you felt loved by God? 
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R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Love: December 21

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear 

friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another … And so we know and rely on the love God has for 

us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so 

that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But perfect 

love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love 

because he first loved us.  1 John 4:10-11, 16-19 (NIV)

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.  1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NLT)

Spend some time meditating on these Scriptures. God’s form of love always goes first and is always humble. Who in your 

life can you serve with humble love this week? Is their a family member or friend that needs to know you love them this 

week? Spend a few moments making a plan to love someone well and follow it through.  

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Love: December 22

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 

in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking 

the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 

found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto 

death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father.  Philippians 2:4-11 (ESV)

Advent is the waiting, the longing for what is to come. For 42 

generations, the Israelites waited for their promised Messiah. All of their 

hope for justice, all of their hope for redemption, for the end of their 

suffering and sin, rested on the long-awaited King. Little did they know 

their Prince of Peace would come in the form of a tiny baby born in the 

poorest of circumstances.

Did they ever imagine the one that spoke the galaxies into existence 

would also babble and coo? Did they imagine their Wonderful Counselor 

would have to attend school? How surprised were they when they 

realized the Mighty God loved them so fiercely that he crammed his all-

powerful, unlimited self into the boundaries of human skin? 

Jesus chose this upside-down rescue plan with us in mind. He chose 

humility so we all could have hope. He experienced pain and injustice 

so we could experience peace. He chose death on a cross so we could 

find the joy of freedom in him. Jesus chose human limits so we could 

experience his limitless love. 

Romans 8:38-39 says, “For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

It is this limitless love that gives us everything we need to take on the 

same role of a servant. It is this never-ending, never-breaking, always 
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and forever love that gives us the ability to bring a thrill of hope to a weary world.

Reflect on the place and privilege that Christ gave up because of his love for you. Reflect on his humility and his 

“upside-down” rescue plan. What about this kind of limitless love surprises you? How does it impact your perspective? 

Your confidence? Your actions?

What about Jesus brings you a thrill of hope? Who is someone in your life that seems weary and far from God? How 

can you lovingly offer hope to them this week?   

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Love: December 23

When we hear “The Christmas Story” our minds usually go to a baby in the manger, wise men, and shepherds. We can 

become so accustomed to those thoughts that we sometimes forget the “why” behind the Christmas story. Jesus was 

brought into this world so we would have a way of becoming a member of God’s family. Do you ever think what that 

family might look like? John gives us a picture of the family in his gospel.

“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and 

make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my 

own; they belong to the Father who sent me. “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 

you.

Jesus’ words to his followers sound like a family conversation, don’t they? Can you imagine what his disciples felt as he 

shared those words with them, sitting around a table. What must they have felt like to be a part of Jesus’ family and 

experience a father like that? A father who loves you and gives you a gift like the Holy Spirit to teach and remind you what 

real love looks like. A family where you would never doubt if you are loved.

   

This Christmas your family will be gathered around a table at some point. Will everyone at the table feel loved? Will 

everyone feel valued and truly part of the family for who they are, not what they give or get during the present exchange? 

I believe that if we can focus on being a member of God’s family it will help us make those gathered around our table feel 

loved. Wouldn’t that feel great this Christmas?   
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Share a time in your life when you felt really loved by your family; by God.

  

When you are gathered around the table this Christmas, have everyone share three things they love about each other.  

 

    

R E F L E C T I O N  S P A C E
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Christmas Eve 
Family Devotional

Have one person read the following Bible 

passages aloud: 

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The beginning: a 

perfect home”  

“And there, in the stable, amongst the chickens 

and the donkeys and the cows, in the quiet of 

the night, God gave the world his wonderful 

gift. The baby that would change the world 

was born. His baby Son.”

 

Scripture – Luke 2:1-7  

God showed how much He loved us by sending 

His one and only Son into the world so that we 

might have eternal life through him. (NLT) 

Reflect

It’s here! The moment that all of Advent has 

been building toward – the birth of Jesus – has 

finally arrived! Tomorrow is Christmas day, 

and your family will open presents, eat a meal 

together, and celebrate your traditions. As you 

open presents and watch family members open 

the presents you chose for them, remember 

that God has given each of us the greatest 

present. We have hope, joy, comfort, peace, 

and love because God came down to earth and 

became human just like you and me. Jesus 

lived a perfect life and understood our pain 

and struggles, and then gave up His life for us 

when He died on the cross. And if that wasn’t 

enough, Jesus rose again three days later and 

lives, inviting each of us to know Him and have a 

relationship with Him. 
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Conversation Starters

What is something you’ve enjoyed this Christmas season?

Give word gifts to each other - have each person share something they love about the other people in your family.

Family Activity Ideas

• No Family Activity ideas for today – enjoy Christmas Eve with your family! 
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